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4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I Basis of the report 

Box No. II Priority 

□ BoxNo.m Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability ' 

LJ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Li Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12 4) 
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Document 2 



Document 3 



Citations and explanations 

Document 1: JP 2001-276484 A (Toto Ltd.), 09 October 
2001, column 1, lines 1 to 18; column 2, 
line 49 to column 3, line 8; column 4, lines 
22 to 42; and fig. i and 2 {Family: nQne) 
WO 93/22477 Al (AD REM Manufacturing., 
Inc.), ii November 1993, page 17, line 1 to 
page 18, line 13 and fig. 3 , & AU 4232693 A 
& DE 69324355 D & EP 635072 Al & ES 213 1580 
T3 & IL 105608 A & JP 7-501487 A Sc. US 
5254226 A 

WO 95/27684 Al (Berrett Pty. Ltd.), 19 
October 1995, page 13, lines 1 to 16 and 
fig. 5 & AU 2208695 A & CN 1147802 A & DE 
69523047 D & EP 755362 Al & JP 10-500614 A & 
KR 97702215 A & US 5807473 A & ZA 9502999 A 
JP 11-165174 A (Fuji Electric Co., Ltd.), 22 
June 1999, column 1, li nes 1 to 12 and fig. 
1/ (Family: none) 

UP 2000-343081 A (Toto Ltd.), 12 December 
2000, column 1, lines 1 to 27, (Family: 
none) 

JP 10-192863 A (Janome Sewing Machine Co., 
Ltd.), 28 July 1998, column 1, lines 1 to 
■ 18 ' ( Fam ily: none) 
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Document 4 



Document 5 



Document 6 



trnational application No. 
IT/JP 03/14268 



INTERNATIONAL0LIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 

Document 7: JP 2002-263649 A (Toto Ltd.), 17 Sept^ 
2002, column 2, lines 15 to 21, (Family: 
none) 

JP 2001-340281 A (Toto Ltd.), n December 
2001, entire text, (Family: none) 



Document 8 : 



The inventions that are set forth in claims 2 to 4 
10 to 12, 17 to 19 and 24 do not involve an inventive 
step. 

Document 1 discloses a washing machine that is 
equipped with a silver ion elution unit, m addition, 
document 1 also discloses the feature of applying an 
electrical voltage after starting the supply of water, and 
the feature of controlling the electrical voltage and the 
electrical current on the basis of the water supply rate 
xn order to maintain the concentration of silver ions 
within the generated washing water at a constant level 

Furthermore, it would be obvious to a person skilled 
xn the art to periodically reverse the polarities of the 
electrodes before and after the periods during which the 
application of the electrical voltage is stopped in the 
invention that is disclosed in document 1 (refer to 
documents 2 to 4) . 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 5 to 8 
14, 15, 21 and 22 do not involve an inventive step. 

In the light of the disclosures of document 5 it 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive 
of determining whether or not there is an anomaly on the 
basxs of the value of the electrical current in the 
invention that is disclosed in document 1. 

in general, when implementing control it is common 
practice to verify that the detection means is operational 
before processing, to determine that there is actually an 
anomaly only in cases when repeated detection consistently 
indicates tha t there is an anomal y, and to stop processing 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (BoxV) (January 1994) ~ 



INTERNATIONAL MMLIminary EXAMINATION REPORT Si™" 0 ™ ap P ,icatio " N °- 

: ML JKt/JP 03/14268 

in oases when an anomaly has been ^ 

would he obvious to a person skilled in the art to „^ 
the praotioes in question in the invention that is 
disclosed in document i. 

The invention that is set forth in claim 9 does not 
involve an inventive step. 

In the light of the disclosures of document 6 it 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive 
of adjusting the period of time over which the electrical 
voltage is applied on the basis of the value of the 
electrical current that flows between the electrodes in 
the invention that is disclosed in document 1. 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 13 and 
20 do not involve an inventive step. 

In the light of the disclosures of document 7 it 
would be easy for a person skilled in the art to conceive 
of controlling the period of time over which the 
electrical voltage is applied in order to maintain the 
concentration of silver ions within the generated washing 
water at a constant level in the invention that is 
disclosed in document 1. 

The inventions that are set forth in claims 16 and 
23 do not involve an inventive step. 

The feature of decreasing the water supply rate in 
cases when the value of the electrical current that flows 
between the electrodes is less than or equal to a 
predetermined value is not disclosed in any of documents 1 
to 8; however, the feature in question cannot be 
considered to exhibit a substantial effect (refer to 
document 1, column 2, li ne 4 9 to column 3, line 8) 
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